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Happy Holidays
from the Staff of The Weekly Challenger

It’s never too
late to dream
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Christmas celebrations

Eighteen young ladies from six elementary schools – Lakewood, Campbell Park,
Melrose, Maximo, Academy Prep, and Midtown Academy – were treated
like royalty for the Silver Spoon Tea Party Weekend.

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL

Silver Spoon
Tea Party Weekend
brings out smiles
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She fought for US

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Eighteen young ladies from six elementary schools – Lakewood,
Campbell Park, Melrose, Maximo, Academy Prep, and Midtown Academy – were treated
like royalty on the weekend of
Dec. 7.
For six years, Terri Lipsey
Scott, executive director of the
Carter G. Woodson African

American Museum, has treated
young ladies in the community
to a weekend of pampering and
fun. For three of those years,
the Cosmetology program at
Pinellas Technical College St.
Petersburg campus (PTC-SP)
has also been ground zero for
the Silver Spoon Tea Party
Weekend, providing hair and
nail services.
Cosmetology
instructor
April Barron is pleased with the
opportunity the Silver Spoon

gift, the Gospel, and a personal
message of love on behalf of their
incarcerated parent. This year
alone, more than 300,000 children
will have a Christmas.
The gift-giving process is quite
simple. A prisoner must contact
their chaplain, who, in turn, will get
the information to an Angel Tree®
coordinator closes to the child. A
See ANGEL, page 4

See COOK, page 3

Tea Party Weekend gives her
students to work with the community and give back.
“We love introducing ourselves to the young ladies and
talking to them about hair and
nail care, and maybe they may
be interested in coming back as
a student one day,” said Barron.
Scott had a vision for little
girls in south St. Pete, who do
not necessarily experience
royal treatment, to have a
See SILVER, page 7

Friendship’s Angel Tree Ministry
fills in the gap
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Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
held their annual Angel Tree Ministry’s Breakfast last Saturday for
children of incarcerated parents.
Depending on what member you
asked in the church, you got a different number as to how long the
congregation has played Santa to
children in need. However, everyone agreed that no child should go
without a Christmas.
Brenda Frazier took over the
initiative seven years ago when the
previous coordinator moved away.
She continues to head up the ministry because she can’t bear to see
children in need.
“For some of these kids, this
might be the only thing they get.”
Starting last year, she included
presents for homeless children attending Melrose Elementary. In
total, 146 children from 53 families
were able to receive gifts from the
33712 area code.

The Kelly family enjoyed the arts and craft projects
along with the delicious food.
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church is one of the thousands of
churches that participate in this national ministry. Angel Tree® is an
initiative of Prison Fellowship,
which began in 1982 and has become the largest outreach for children of prisoners.
Angel Tree® relies on local
churches and groups to give hundreds of thousands of children a

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – ST. PETERSBURG – Wanda Culbreth’s
passion is cooking. She’s been
whipping up meals in the kitchen
since she was eight years old. As
the oldest girl, cooking dinner for
four siblings became her responsibility as their mother worked the
midday shift, and father held down
two jobs.
“My dad had to build me a stool
because I wasn’t tall enough to
reach the stove.”
Culbreth wasn’t heating precooked meals either. Before she hit
double digits, she was preparing
fried chicken and making gravy
from scratch.
“A lot of secrets about cooking,
I learned from my dad,” revealed
Culbreth, adding that he taught her
how to make barbeque sauce, 30weight gravy, how to scale and fillet
fish, and how to cut up a whole
chicken.
And if you’re trying to figure out
what 30-weight gravy is, Culbreth
explained: “It’s that real old-fashioned gravy that people can’t figure
out how you get it to taste like it
does.”
With all of her kitchen knowledge, she somehow ended up working in the accounting field. For 14
years, she worked at Raymond
James Financial until her department got outsourced. Culbreth then
worked as an account clerk for the
Pinellas Refugee Education Program housed on the St. Petersburg
campus of Pinellas Technical College (PTC-STP).
She became burned out with accounting and at age 55, decided to
enroll in the Professional Culinary
Arts & Hospitality program across
the breezeway from her office. For
a year, 8-10 hours a day, you could
find Culbreth at PTC-STP.
“I loved it! I enjoyed the class.”
Culbreth spent her first semester with Chef Bill Kittell, who soon
retired, and Chef Corey Ryan took
his place.
“Chef Corey came in with a
bang, and he just turned the program around. He taught us so
much about the industry, so much
about everything. He’s really sharp
and on the cutting edge of culinary.”

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
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CITY OF LARGO
PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
FY 2018-2019 CONSOLIDATED ANNUAL PERFORMANCE & EVALUATION REPORT
FOR THE
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM (CDBG)
Notice is hereby provided that the City of Largo's draft Consolidated Annual Performance and
Evaluation Report (annual report) for the federal Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
Program is available for public review and comment. The annual report reflects the accomplishments
achieved with federal, state and local funding used to support affordable housing, homelessness, and
community development projects.
The draft annual report will be made available from December 6, 2019 through December 20,
2019 for public review and comment prior to its submission to HUD no later than December 31,
2019. The report will be available at the locations listed below, and the City of Largo's website
(www.largo.com/housing):
Largo City Hall
Community Development Department
201 Highland Avenue
Largo, FL 33770

Largo Public Library
Reference Desk
120 Central Park Drive
Largo, FL 33771

Comments or questions regarding the CAPER are to be submitted in writing to the following address
by December 20, 2019 at 3:00 pm:
City of Largo
Community Development Dept.
Attn: Arrow Woodard
P.O. Box 296
Largo, FL 33779-0296
Fax: (727) 587-6765
E-mail: housing@largo.com

CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR
THE CITY-OWNED REAL PROPERTY
LOCATED AT
1794 - 22ND STREET SOUTH
ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA, 33712
Notice is hereby given, pursuant to F.S. 163.380, the CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG (“City”) invites
developers, end-users and interested parties to submit proposals for the City-owned property located
at 1794 – 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL, located in the South St. Petersburg Community Redevelopment Area.
Additional information is included in the Request For Proposal document which can be obtained by
visiting www.stpete.org/realestate and following the appropriate link under “Requests for Proposal /
Solicitations”.
Proposals must be delivered not later than 10:00 A.M. EDT, March 23, 2020 to
City of St. Petersburg, Real Estate and Property Management, Municipal Services Center, One – 4th
Street North-9th Floor, St. Petersburg, Florida 33701. Proposals received after the specified time and
date for any reason will NOT be considered.
A walk through of a portion of the Premises will be held on site on January 8, 2020 beginning at
10:00 A.M. and ending promptly at 11:30 A.M.
The CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG shall consider all qualified proposals and may accept such proposal
as it deems to be in the public interest.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PERFORMANCE REVIEW AND NEEDS ASSESSMENT
January 8, 2020
Pinellas County is in the process of developing its Annual Action Plan for FY 2020-2021 Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG), Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG), and HOME Investment
Partnerships (HOME) Programs. The City of Largo is developing its FY 2020-2021 Annual Action
Plan for the CDBG Program.
Pinellas County’s 2020-2021 Annual Action Plan is a One-Year Plan specifying how Pinellas County
will utilize CDBG and ESG funds and how the Consortium with the City of Largo will utilize HOME
funds. The City of Largo’s Action Plan will address how it will utilize its CDBG funding. The Action
Plan is developed through a process which includes input from citizens and agencies through
community meetings, public hearings, and a competitive application process.
A joint public hearing is being held with the City of Largo to obtain citizens’ views on housing and
community development needs, and on review of 2018-2019 program performance for the County
and the City’s CDBG, ESG, and HOME Programs. The public hearing will be held on Wednesday,
January 8, 2020, at 6:00, p.m. in the Development Review Services and Building Departments’
Conference Room, 1st Floor, 440 Court Street, Clearwater, FL.
The County CDBG Program Area includes all unincorporated areas and the municipalities of Belleair,
Belleair Beach, Belleair Bluffs, Dunedin, Gulfport, Indian Rocks Beach, Indian Shores, Kenneth City,
Madeira Beach, North Redington Beach, Oldsmar, Redington Beach, Redington Shores, Safety Harbor,
St. Pete Beach, Seminole, South Pasadena, Tarpon Springs and Treasure Island. The HOME Investment Partnership Program Area includes the above plus the City of Largo. The ESG Program Area
is all of Pinellas County except the City of St. Petersburg (which also receives ESG funds). The City
of Largo CDBG Program Area includes areas within the municipal boundaries of the City of Largo.
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Persons are advised that if they decide to appeal any decision made at these hearings, they will need
a record of the proceedings and, for such purpose, they may need to ensure that a verbatim record of
the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal
is based.
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CEO/Publisher Emerita

If you are a person with a disability or a non-English speaking resident, who needs any accommodation in order to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled at no cost to you to the provision of
certain assistance. If you need assistance, please contact the Office of Human Rights, 400 South Ft.
Harrison Avenue, #500, Clearwater FL 33756, 727-464-4062 (V/TDD).
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THE BLACK PRESS

All news items, advertising copy and
related art submitted for publication
on Thursday must be received no later
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believes that America can
best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.

COLUMNIST’S
DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by The
Weekly Challenger columnists/
advice columnists do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Weekly
Challenger. By publishing such
columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any
advice or suggestion expressed.
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Turning your passion into a career
COOK, from front page

Culbreth said the program teaches the full
scope of the industry and
not just how to cook in a
restaurant. Since completing the 1200-hour course
in October, she has received several job offers,
but her dream is to open
up a bed and breakfast.
She recently got back
from a fact-finding trip to
Georgia, where she plans
to open up her bed and
breakfast on a few acres
of family land. Culbreth
has always loved the idea
of people sitting down as
a family and enjoying her
food.
“When people eat my
food, and they’re happy
about it, and they rave
over it, it just makes me
feel good. It makes them
feel good.”

On her family’s land,
there are horses, plenty of
trees, fresh air, and space
for a working garden that
could supply her kitchen
with fresh fruit, herbs,
and vegetables.
“I want to build something that I could invite
people to come out to the
country and cook for them
and show them a good
time. I want them to see
what farm life is about.”
Culbreth envisions a
long table with all of her
guests sitting around it in
conversation. No television or cellphones allowed on her watch.
“I want to make it an
atmosphere that’s like
home – like going home.”
But before her dream
can be realized, she will
need to fund it. With her

industry certificates in
hand, she accepted a position and started working
at Bama Sea Products in
quality control.
Culbreth said she left
PTC with the knowledge
to open her own restaurant. Although she already knew how to cook,
she needed to learn how
to prepare quality food
cost-effectively for a large
number of people and
turn a profit.
“I’m
overwhelmed
with what Chef Corey put
in me. I learned so much
from that man, and I’m
older than him! He taught
me so much, and I’m so
grateful that he took the
time to tell me whatever I
needed,” she asserted.
Culbreth advises current students to persevere

and learn all they can
within the 12 months
spent in the program.
“Do like I did, I stayed
up under Chef Corey, and
he didn’t mind. He’s not a
man that will make you
feel like you’re asking too
many questions. He wants
you to learn.”
Although Culbreth finished the program, she
said she worked too hard
not to walk across the
stage next year to collect
her diploma.
About Professional
Culinary Arts & Hospitality
The Professional Culinary Arts & Hospitality
program is a 1200-hour
PELL eligible course that
is featured on both the St.
Petersburg and Clearwater campuses. Students

“I love people, I love God, and I love to cook.”
are prepared for a variety
of positions in the culinary industry, including
dining room operations,
beverage management,
steward, utility cook,
breakfast cook, line cook,
garde manger, and pastry
chef.

For more information
on the more than 40 programs offered at PTC,
visit myptc.edu or call
727-893-2500 in St. Pete
and 727-538.7167 in Clearwater.

COHORT OF CHAMPIONS &
COMMUNITY CO-OP
PRESENT

KWANZAA BLACK MALE SUMMIT
meaning

which

future, and that we have a role to play in the community,
society, and world around us.

Saturday, December 28, 2019
6

FREE EVENT • For more information, please call Carlos Daniels at (727) 893-7894
Nikki Gaskin-Capehart, Director Urban Affairs
727-893-7885
urban.affairs@stpete.org

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

CREAL FUNERAL
HOME AND
CREMATIONS, INC
1940 7th AVENUE SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712

727-896-2602
“STILL SERVING WITH DIGNITY AND
COMPASSION 60 YEARS LATER”

CREALFHANDCREMATIONS@GMAIL.COM

$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623
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Giving children with incarcerated
parents a joyous holiday
ANGEL , from front page

coordinator, in this case, Frazier, contacts the caregivers,
who can be anyone from the
child’s mother to a grandparent, uncle, or aunt.
A few anonymous benefactors and members of the
church are always happy to
help put smiles on the children’s faces. Church member Angela Hall donated five
pairs of brand new namebrand sneakers. She has
given shoes to cause for years
“just to see a smile of the kids’
faces. No kid should go without on Christmas.”
Frazier is so grateful for
the volunteers who stepped
up this year. Not only did her
congregation give of themselves, but she was also able
to secure people from her job
at the Clearwater campus of
Pinellas Technical College
(PTC-CLW).
The Baking and Pastry
program built a scrumptious
gingerbread house and provided enough blueberry
muffins to feed an army. The
dual enrollment students on
the St. Pete campus made a
delicious fruit tree, and decorative bows on the gift bags
were created by one of her coworkers.
Three Clearwater campus barbering students

showed up and out as they
spent hours giving haircuts.
Barber student Stephanie
Wynn cuts hair for free every
Monday at Mister’z Barber
Lounge and jumped at the
chance to help bring a merry
Christmas to children in
need. “My passion is to serve
others,” she said.
A hardy breakfast of grits,
sausage, pancakes, eggs, and
more was whipped up by
three members of the Breakfast Ministry: Virginia Rivers,
Barbara Hale, and Delorse C.
Boyd. Where most people
would fret cooking for such
as large crowd, these three
have it down to a science.
“We flipped and flipped
pancakes,” said Rivers. “We
know to come in and get our
coffee pot ready and our grit
pot to boiling, and after that,
it’s smooth sailing.
Elder Corey Waters
rounded out the morning
with a little straight talk to the
children and words of encouragement to the parents
and guardians.
Frasier repeatedly said
that this is her last year coordinating the effort, but no one
believes her because she
can’t say no to a child in need.
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(727) 894-4311

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”
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First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2019

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays
First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Christmas
Christmas is the season to celebrate
GOD’s precious Son JESUS’ birth;
Please direct and guide our footsteps
LORD as we celebrate and walk upon
this earth.
Let our hearts remember the character
of our Son and Savior, JESUS CHRIST;
Please bless us with the courage and
strength to do Your will, to worship You
in spirit and in truth for the reward of
an eternal life.
Let our ears hear Your voice LORD and
follow You wherever we go;
Please use us as Your vessels this
Christmas and we promise to honor
You and let the whole world know.
Christmas is a time to celebrate the
birth of JESUS CHRIST and His amazing grace;

Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE!

And we will remind the world that with
GOD, all things are possible as we run
this earthly race.
May the peace of our LORD JESUS
CHRIST be with the world as we celebrate His birth;
And let us remember the unconditional
love and mercy bestowed upon us, as
we praise JESUS and honor His priceless worth.”
“ For GOD so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believes in Him shall not
perish, but have eternal life.”
John 3:16
“...Hope thou in GOD: for I shall yet
praise him, who is the health of my
countenance, and my GOD.”

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EvXPERIENCES

Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark M.B Church
Prays That Our Friends
and Neighbors
Have A Joyous Season of
Celebrating
The Birth of Our Lord & Savior
Jesus Christ
(The Reason for the Season!)
We Extend An Invitation to All to Join
Us For Watch Night Services
On Tuesday, December 31, 2019
Beginning at 10:00 p.m.
St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
1301 37th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Rev. Brian K. Brown, Pastor

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

Dealing with your devils
Born to Reign
“Until the appearing of
our Lord Jesus Christ,
which God will bring
about in his own time—
God, the blessed and only
Ruler, the King of kings
and Lord of lords (I Timothy 6:14).”
Jesus, the Wayshower,
is often referred to as the
King of kings. Every king
has a kingdom. Kingdom
is a compound word that
comes from the words,
king, and domain. The
Kingdom is the king’s domain. It is the place where
the king reigns. Jesus, our
example of what it means
to be fully human and fully
divine, realized that his
kingdom was a spiritual

kingdom and that he was
called to reign in the area
of spirituality (John 18:36).
You are royalty and God
has given you dominion.
You may not be called to
have dominion in the
same area as Jesus; however, there are many areas
over which you can reign.
In 1975, Bill Bright,
founder of Campus Crusade and Loren Cunningham, founder of Youth
with A Mission, developed
a model to change the
earth by helping people
identify which of the
seven spheres of influence
they were called to impact.
I enhanced their model to
include the following
seven primary areas of do-

minion:
1. Spirituality
2. Education
3. Government
4. Media & Communication
5. Arts & Entertainment
6. Business
7. Science & Technology
God is calling you to
reign in at least one of
these areas. You can create dominion over your
life and your unique area
of domain through your
thoughts, words, and actions. During this Christmas season, let’s follow
the example of him who
was “born the king of angels.”
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SILVER, from front page

chance to be princesses for
a weekend. Parents drop
off their young ladies off
with nothing but the
clothes on their backs to
PTC-SP on Saturday morning, and the transformation
began.
“When I have the orientation with the parents
the week before, I make it
clear for them not to bring
a thing. Do not bring a
purse, do not bring a toothbrush – nothing,” Scott
stated.
From undergarments
to their princess dress and
everything in between, all
items for their weekend of
fun was made possible by
a generous donation from
Walmart on 34th Street
South and the 18 community angels who sponsored
the girls.
The pamper session
began early Saturday
morning in PTC-SP’s stateof-the-art cosmetology studio.
Eight
students
volunteered their time to
help make the weekend a
success.
Dayshawna Henry just
started the program in August and said she used her
time with the young ladies
to teach them about caring
for their own hair.
“I remember being a
kid and getting perms, and
nobody ever told me how
important the upkeep
was,” admitted Henry. “We
are damaging our hair all
the time, and nobody is educating us about it.”
Whatever Henry said
to 11-year-old Kymora
from Campbell Park Elementary
must
have
worked because she has
her mindset on becoming
a cosmetologist.
“I told her if she wants
to be a stylist to keep going
at it, and to find anybody
she can practice on,”
Henry
advised
little

Kymora, who has already
started working on her
cousins’ hair.
Cathryn Miller will finish the Cosmetology program later this month, but
before graduating wanted
an opportunity to work
with the young ladies.
“I was here at school
last year when this event
happened, but I was unfortunately not able to participate,” she said.
Miller saw all the photos and heard the stories
and knew she had to get in
on the action before graduating.
“It’s such a great thing
for all these girls to have
this experience and feel
what it’s like to be a
princess for a day. I wanted
to be a part of that in whatever way I could.”
What once took licensed
cosmetologist
Frechette Bradley 10
hours to complete in her
salon, now the little
princesses are coifed and
painted within three. Barron, PTC-SP instructor
Tenise Crum, Bradley, and
Nikki Hanner, on loan
from Visions Hair Studio in
Tampa, rounded out the
beauty dream team.
“We hope they [PTCSP] allow us to keep coming here because this
covers everything,” said
Dana Battle, board chair of
the Woodson Museum. We
really appreciate Mr. Norwood. This is a God-sent
that we can bring them
here.”
Barron said PTC-SP
Director Boe Norwood encourages his staff to do
whatever they can to make
sure the public knows the
college is a stakeholder in
the community.
“It’s a win, win for us
because we’re not only
helping programs and children, but it’s also giving

my students experience,”
she said.
Volunteering opportunities such as this helps
PTC’s students get handson experience outside of
working on mannequins
and also help students relieve the anxiety of touching real people.
“We want people to
know that we’re here and
competent, and our students are willing, able, and
happy to see them,” Barron stated.
The next stops on the
Silver Spoon Tea Party
Weekend express took the
girls to the museum for
arts and crafts, to the luxurious downtown Marriot
Hotel where they enjoyed
pizza and pajama parties
and vision boarding. The
next morning the pint-

sized princesses had a
crash etiquette lesson,
were whisked off to a photoshoot in a limo, and
ended the weekend at the
St. Petersburg Country
Club for an afternoon of
tea.
“The difference that we

make in the lives of the little girls leaves such a lasting impression,” said Scott.
With all of the preparation it takes each year,
Scott continually tells herself she’s not doing it
again.
“But at the end of the

event as the children are
telling you they had a fabulous time and they don’t
want to go home, the difference that we make in
the lives of the little girls
leaves such a lasting impression,” concluded Scott.
More photos, see page 8

Gibbs Classes
of ‘63, ‘65 & ‘66
Annual Holiday Party
Friday, December 27, 2019
8:00 pm to Midnight
Tickets $20.00 • BYOF – Cash Bar
Free Soft Drinks & Bottled Water
Music by DJ Charles,
featuring Ms. Jackie

Gulfport Casino
Ballroom
5500 Shore Blvd. S.
Gulfport, FL 33707
For tickets and information, call
Mary Allen (727) 327-7717
Jacquelyn Williams (727) 864-3323
Shirley Smith (727) 415-4628
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Shorecrest Preparatory School 5101 1st St. NE, St. Petersburg, FL 33703
35+ BOOTHS INCLUDING:
Robotics Demonstrations
Hands-on Technology Exploration
Design and Engineering Challenges

Mad Scientist Games
Individual and Group Arts Activities
Dedicated Preschool Area for Young Children

* We love furry, four-legged friends, but they are not allowed on campus. Please keep pets at home.

FEATURING

Wonder Studio

SPONSORED BY

Admission is free with the donation of
a canned good or personal hygiene supplies
benefitting the St. Pete Free Clinic.

For more info or to RSVP visit www.stpetesteamfest.com
or call 727-522-2111.

Hosted at
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SPC Last Mile Scholarship
available for returning students
PINELLAS COUNTY –
St. Petersburg College is
removing financial barriers for their students who
are close to achieving
their academic goals.
Through SPC’s Last Mile
Scholarship,
students
who left college with 12
or fewer credit hours remaining to complete
their first associate or
baccalaureate degrees
could receive a scholarship to help them finish
strong.
The SPC Last Mile
Scholarship is a collaborative initiative to support
Governor Desantis’ (RFL) recent launch of the
Last Mile Program at the
28 Florida Colleges and
the Florida Department
of Education. The program accelerates the
pathway for returning
students to earn their degree and strengthens the
talent
pipeline
for
Florida’s workforce.
“The Last Mile Scholarship is an excellent opportunity
for
SPC
students,” said SPC Associate VP of Financial Assistance
Services
Michael J. Bennett.

“Maybe life got in the
way or finances got tight,
but now they’re ready to
finish
up
their degree. We’ve set
aside funding specifically
to help students who only
have 12 credit hours remaining in their degree
program.”
To qualify for the
scholarship, returning
students must:
• Be a Florida resident
• Have attended SPC
within
the
last eight years
• Be meeting Satisfactory
Academic
Progress
• Be within 12 credit
hours of completing their

first associate or bachelor’s degree
• Completed the Free
Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) and
complete Verification, if
selected
• Have demonstrated
need OR have a 3.0 Program GPA
• Meet all financial
aid eligibility requirements
• Be enrolled in the
courses listed on the
form
Funds are available
on a first-come, firstserved basis. For more
information on how to
apply,
please
visit www.spcollege.edu/
lastmile.

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.
The law said only men
could enlist. She had a different idea. Have you ever
had to defy a gender-restricted rule to achieve a
goal? Sometimes these
rules are not explicit. From
legislative halls to construction sites, think of decisionmakers within an industry.
What gender first comes to
mind? Why?
Meet Cathay Williams,
a history maker who was
born in Sept. of 1844 in Independence, Ms. Although
her father was a free man,
Williams was born a slave
under the law at the time
because her mother was a
slave. Williams’ date of
death is estimated to be
1893. Sadly, her burial site

is unknown.
In 1861, the Union
Army occupied Jefferson
City, Mo. During this time,
Williams worked on a plantation on the edge on Jefferson City. Could the
proximity between her location and that of the Union
Army have inspired a
dream and instilled within
her the courage to pursue
an opportunity to be considered more than “contraband,” which is what
captured slaves were
deemed by Union soldiers?
Although it was against
the law, at the age of 22,
Williams enlisted in the
United States Regular
Army. By doing so, she became the first African-

She fought for US
American woman, as well
as the only documented
woman to serve in the
United States Army posing
as a man. Williams used
the name of “William
Cathay” to enlist.
Shortly after enlisting,
Williams
contracted
smallpox. She was frequently hospitalized during her service until a
physician discovered that
she was female. Williams
did not complete her
three-year commitment
but instead was discharged on Oct. 14, 1868.
Williams’ life and military service narrative was
published in the St. Louis
Daily Times on Jan. 2,
1876. In June of 1891,

AFRICAN
AMERICAN
HISTORY

FRONT AND CENTER
BY
JACQUELINE
HUBBARD, ESQ.,
ASALH President
The word “terror” is
defined by the “Funk and
Wagnalls Standard College
Dictionary” as “an overwhelming impulse of fear;
extreme fright or dread.”
The word “terrorize” is defined by the same authority as “to coerce through
intimidation.”
Further,
“terrorism” is defined as
“the act of terrorizing.”
Since the advent of the
enslavement of black people in North America in
1619, the United States has
continually engaged in terrorism based upon racialism or the color of a
person’s skin. The history
of this system of terror is
real: 250 years of cruel enslavement, forced family
separations, beatings, and
brutal working conditions
without pay.
After the Civil War and
Reconstruction, the terror
continued with distinctions
and separations based
upon color and enforced
by violence. The discrimination continues today on
every level, including,
among other things, denial
of voting rights, lynchings,
mass incarceration of both

men and women.
Terror has been used
throughout American history to control black people and force them to bend
to those in power based
upon a real threat of death.
Four hundred years of terror has had a very detrimental effect on the
country and its symbols of
freedom: happiness, liberty, and justice for all. It
has been most brutal in
the South but has existed
throughout the country,
particularly in the Midwest
and West.
After the Civil War,
most southern states, and
later Border States, passed
Black Codes that denied
blacks
fundamental
human rights and introduced a psychological terror that was reinforced by
the old violence. “Jim
Crow” became a kind of
shorthand for the laws,
customs, and etiquette that
segregated and demeaned
African Americans, primarily from the 1870s to the
1960s.
This racial hierarchy
defined American life
through a set of apartheid
laws and practices that operated primarily in southern and Border States
between 1877 (the end of

Reconstruction) and the
mid-1960s. During the Jim
Crow period, there were
separate hospitals for
blacks and whites, public
and private schools,
churches, cemeteries, public restrooms, public accommodations, and even
separate prisons.
In most instances, the
black facilities were
grossly inferior, older,
smaller, less-well-kept, and
less conveniently located.
In other cases, there were
no black facilities at all; no
“colored” public restroom,
beaches, and no place to sit
or eat.
As The Equal Justice
Initiative has acknowledged its book “Segregation
in
America,”
America’s history of racial
inequality continues to
haunt the country.
“The genocide of Native people, 250-year enslavement of Black people,
adoption of ‘racial integrity’
laws that demonized ethnic immigrants and people
of color, and enforcement
of policies and practices
designed to perpetuate
white supremacy are all
part of difficult past.”
Americans of all colors
must decide to truthfully
confront our history — as

Williams applied for a disability pension based on
her military service. She
suffered from neuralgia
and
diabetes.
Also,
Williams had all of her
toes amputated and could
only walk with a crutch.
In Sept. of 1893, a doctor via the U.S. Pension Bureau examined Williams
and concluded that she did
not qualify for disability payments. Note, Williams
would not have been the
first female soldier to receive a pension. Deborah
Sampson, Anna Maria
Lane, and Mary Hayes McCauley all received their
pensions for their service in
the American Revolutionary War. Still, Williams’ ap-

Private Cathay Williams hid her gender as the
nation’s only female Buffalo Soldier from 18661868. A bronze bust memorial was dedicated
to her in 2016 at the Richard Allen Cultural
Center in Leavenworth, Kan.
plication was denied.
Shortly afterward, she died.
Williams saw a place to
fight in a war in a way that
challenged societal limitations placed upon her.
Today, many face a similar
struggle. She fought for
US. To recognize her societal contributions, a bronze
sculpture of Williams with
accompanying information
circled by a small rose gar-

den is outside the Richard
Allen Cultural Center in
Leavenworth, Kan.
Also, the Private Cathay
Williams monument bench
is on the Walk of Honor at
the National Infantry Museum in Columbus, Ga.
May her vision and service
never be forgotten.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and public servant. www.emergingfree.com

Racial terrorism in America
violent and painful as this
may be — to overcome it.
America is not South
Africa. America has never
held a single “Truth and
Reconciliation” hearing.
The past can no longer
be ignored because the
failure to do so is once
again tearing our nation
apart. There has been a
continual, almost universal, struggle to contain the
ugly history of America’s
past as it pertains to people
of color. There is almost a
fear of the truth, both by its
victims and its perpetrators.
The racial schism in
America is almost as deep
as it has ever been and becoming ever more dangerous. It simply has to be
truthfully confronted and
then overcome.
Racism can no longer
remain hidden and something we never talk about
because it makes us uncomfortable. It cannot, any
longer, be lied about.
The truth of the use of
terror to constrain full participation in American society by people of color is
slowly coming out. Hundreds of years of racism
and terrorism have created
a situation from which all of
America needs to heal.

People of color need to
be reassured as they vent
their pain that no more terror will follow. White
Americans need to accept
the horror of their terrorist
past.
As Episcopalian
Bishop Michael Curry has
said over and over again,
America needs “racial reconciliation.”
Perhaps after truthtelling, forgiveness will follow; if not, at least
understanding, acceptance, and clear-eyed reconciliation could follow. The
past can only be buried if it
is brought out in the open,
discussed by all sides, acknowledged by all and
promises made by all not
to repeat it.
Finally, after truthtelling, concrete proposals

need to be made and instituted to rectify these past
injustices by improving the
living conditions of people
of color and taking the rest
of America along.
All Americans need
certain basic rights, such
as the protected ability to
vote, affordable and decent
housing, clean and safe
streets, fair, unbiased and
sufficient policing, affordable medical care, and adequate and healthful food
to eat and water to drink.
Attorney
Jacqueline
Hubbard graduated from
the Boston University Law
School. She is currently the
president of the St. Petersburg Branch of the Association for the Study of African
American Life and History,
Inc.
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